
 

 

 

Governor's Message 

  

 

Hello, Sister 99s! 

 

Today is the Spring Equinox - time to celebrate the nicer flying weather 

the new season brings! 
 

I recently attended the International Board of Directors meeting at the 



99s Headquarters in Oklahoma City.  It’s always a pleasure to see 99s in 

person and hear of plans for Chapters, Conferences, and the 99s 

International influence in the world of aviation and how that is especially 

happening with insight and skillful leadership through our new 

Executive Director, Jill VanEgmond. 
 

Each month, Chapter Chairs and any other interested 99s can join a 

Monthly Zoom Roundtable with ideas and activities shared by various 

chapters & sections. Susan Steeb of the Southwest section is the host. 

Contact her to join in. Many topics discussed. Always 

lively! scsteeb@gmail.com 

  

This is Election Time of Year, both for our New England Section and for 

the International Board. The New England Section ballot and bios of 

candidates have been emailed to all Section Members. If you did not 

receive, contact Glenna Blackwell at blackwells@verizon.net.  Remember 

to vote by April 6, 2026! 

 Also online,  International Elections. 

 You may go online to review the candidate information and watch a 

short 3-minute video on each candidate. https://www.ninety-

nines.org/election-page.htm. It’s very clear, helpful and well done. 

Also, you can refer to the March/April 2026 issue of Ninety-Nines magazine 

on pages 17-24 for further instructions and candidate statements. For 

further information on how to vote with your choice via email, text or 

mail, go to the February issue of Straight & Level    

https://www.ninety-nines.org/members/download/dispatch/202602.pdf 

International Election voting opens March 14, 2026, and ends on May 1, 

2026. Look for the voting ballot (designed by Election Buddy) from 

Ninety-Nines Inc in your email, sent March 14, 2026. 

  

 

 

mailto:scsteeb@gmail.com
mailto:blackwells@verizon.net
https://yahoo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=39b97c5a60f6f4ff93b0706bb&id=e9676122cc&e=926d3773d1
https://yahoo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=39b97c5a60f6f4ff93b0706bb&id=e9676122cc&e=926d3773d1
https://yahoo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=39b97c5a60f6f4ff93b0706bb&id=47866d6d4f&e=926d3773d1


Upcoming Events 

  

 

Ninety-Nines International Conference in San Diego is July 8-12. 

Details on Speakers, Tours and Scholarships awards & dinners are in 

the January/February issue of the 99s Magazine and online at ninety-

nines.org. 

Remember, Early Registration ends March 31,2026 for a discounted fee. 

 

✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ ✈ 

  

Before that Conference, there is the New England Spring Section 

Meeting!  Saturday & Sunday, April 25 & 26, 2026 

 

https://yahoo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=39b97c5a60f6f4ff93b0706bb&id=3018a30119&e=926d3773d1
https://yahoo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=39b97c5a60f6f4ff93b0706bb&id=3018a30119&e=926d3773d1


 



 



 

 

Lucy Young’s aviation journey reflects decades of dedication, 
leadership, and barrier-breaking achievement. A Purdue University 
graduate, she earned her private pilot certificate in 1976, launching a 
career that would span military and airline aviation at a time when 
opportunities for women were still emerging. As a U.S. Navy aviator, 
Lucy became the first woman Skyhawk instructor and one of the 
first women to qualify in Naval Air Combat Maneuvering — serving 
as an instructor even while female aviators were not yet permitted in 
combat duty stations. She went on to fly fleet support missions 
around the world, train future naval aviators, and serve during 
Desert Shield/Storm, accumulating thousands of hours across 
multiple aircraft. 

Following her distinguished military service, Lucy continued to 

shape aviation history as one of the early female captains at a 

legacy airline, building a 33-year airline career before returning to 

the skies part-time with Cape Air. Her recognition with the FAA 

Master Pilot Award honors not only her remarkable flying career, but 

also her lasting contribution to the advancement of women pilots in 

aviation. 

Lucy is excited to be our speaker and will cover her extensive career 

and focus on all the technology and security changes she has 

witnessed. 

 

Link to register via Cheddarup: https://new-england-section-spring-

2026-meeting.cheddarup.com 

(For some reason beyond my technical comprehension level, 

clicking on the link doesn't work, but copying it and pasting it does 

work.) 

Blue skies and tailwinds, 

 

Margot Cheel 

Governor New England Section 

The Ninety-Nines International  
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